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C. S. Lewis would doubtless have scoffed at the idea of a reference book about himself, just as he

disapproved of university courses devoted to modern authors on the sensible ground that "helps" to

reading them are not needed and come between the writer and his audience.Nonetheless, students

and "fans" of the great Christian apologist and literary scholar now are offered two thick compendia

on his life and work. Each has its virtues and faults, and both are worthwhile investments - though

not a substitute for the straight, unfiltered Lewis.The "Companion and Guide", reviewed here, is the

production of one man, who has devoted almost his entire adult lifetime to editing and writing about

Lewis. The rival "C. S. Lewis Readers' Encyclopedia" is a composite work whose contributors range

from giants in the field to eager amateurs.When he first met C. S. Lewis in June 1963, Walter

Hooper was an American schoolteacher who had dropped out of studying for the Episcopal

priesthood and never gotten started as a graduate student in literature. Instantly star-struck, he

volunteered to help with secretarial chores. Within a few months Lewis was dead of a heart attack,

and this 32-year-old foreigner, whose academic credentials consisted of a master's degree in

education and who had never published a word on any Lewisan topic, improbably became the great

man's de facto literary executor. Within a year he had edited the first collected edition of Lewis'

poems, and he has worked at the same stand ever since. The double meaning of the present



volume's title is no accident. The book is a companion and guide to readers of Lewis' work, but

Lewis has also been, metaphorically, a lifetime companion and guide to Walter Hooper.
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